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realising that the farther they advanced, the more difficult
would be their retirement. At Sironj he attacked the
imperial forces in the traditional Maratha manner, cutting
off Muzaffir Khan's supplies and rendering useless his
cavalry by false attacks and innumerable raids. At last
Muzaffir Khan was obliged to appeal to his brother for
help. For a time he received nothing but long Persian
despatches' full of brilliant couplets and witty abuse of
the Nizam and the Marathas. Realising at last that
Muzaffir Khan needed help more substantial, Khan Dauran
sent what remained of the Delhi troops and with great
difficulty succeeded in rescuing his brother and his
beleaguered army. Khan Dauran now decided to take the
field in person. After wasting several weeks in the neigh-
bourhood of Delhi, he reported that the Marathas were
nowhere to be seen. At the same time, however, the
emperor learnt from the plunder of some towns, only two
hundred miles from Delhi, that they had by no means
returned to the Deecan. At last both the emperor and his
minister thought that it would be better to give up Malwa
and Guzarat, if by so doing they could save the northern
provinces. But Bajirao in the full tide of success, would
not sell peace, save at a price that even the trembling
emperor hesitated to give. He no longer demanded the
mere governorship of Malwa, He demanded the alienation
of the whole province together with Allahabad, Benares,
Gaya, and Mathura. In addition he asked for an immediate
payment of fifty lakhs* or an assignment to that amount
on Bengal, as well as an hereditary grant of five per cent
of the Deccan revenues. In other words he asked for
nearly all that remained to the emperor of Hindustan
together with a ground for constant interference in the
governments of Bengal and the Deccan. The emperor
would only agree to the grant of five per cent on the
revenues of the Deccan. The Nizam had long ceased to
pay him anything and nothing would have pleaRed him
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